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Why Do We Project Population?Why Do We Project Population?
Transportation Planning

• Forecast future travel demand
• Allocation of Federal Transportation dollars

Land Use PlanningLand Use Planning
• Internally for rural communities
• Available to member governmentsg

Other Projects…
• Transit Route DevelopmentTransit Route Development
• Water Sewer infrastructure planning
• Parks planning
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How Do We Project 
Population?

BBER population projections Existing land use inventory

MRCOG employment projections Known and planned developments

Local plans and policies Market factors

MRCOG Land Use Model
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MRCOG-BBER Population Projectionp j
2008 

Population
2035 

Population
Numeric 
Growth

Pace 
of Growthp p

MRCOG Region 883,901  1,552,125 668,224  75.6%

Bernalillo County 649,916 1,037,719 387,803 59.7%Bernalillo County 649,916  1,037,719 387,803  59.7%

Sandoval County 127,928  309,356 181,428  141.8%

Torrance County 17 923 27 836 9 913 55 3%Torrance County 17,923  27,836 9,913  55.3%

Valencia County 77,545  160,532 82,987  107.0%

S th S t F 10 589 16 682 6 093 57 5%Southern Santa Fe 10,589  16,682 6,093  57.5%

*At the regional level this growth projection conforms to the 
Bureau of Business and Economic Research (BBER) 2035 Population Projections. 
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“Small Area” 
Forecast
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BBER’s Past Projections for the Region
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• At the regional level forecasts have been VERY close (within 7%). 

•The most recent projections have not only been close but conservative.
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At The Regional Levelg
60%

Growing Presence of the Metro Area in New Mexico
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The projection shows a continued return to metropolitan areas
The over 65 population goes from 12% to 20% over the next 25 years
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The over 65 population goes from 12% to 20% over the next 25 years



Growth Outlook for 
Bernalillo County

387 000 l387,000 new people

183,000 new homes

148,000 new jobs
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2035 P j ti2035 Projection…
Putting it all Together

Where will people live?
Where will people work?
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The Bottom Line…
Bernalillo County will continue to serve as the population and 

employment hub of the region

Growth is increasingly a regional issue as people cross 
jurisdictional lines for work, to buy homes, and for services

Given current development patterns and plans, the region is 
projected to dramatically increase its developed land areaj y

The level of growth we anticipate will lead to much more 
congestion on our roadwaysg y

Connecting land use patterns and transportation investments will 
inevitably be a key factor in alleviating this congestion 
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100 Years of Growth:f
Past

Present
FFuture
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Contact InformationContact Information
Kendra Watkins

Senior Data Analyst, MRCOGSenior Data Analyst, MRCOG
(505) 724-3601

kwatkins@mrcog-nm.gov
www.mrcog-nm.gov

Mid-Region Council of Governments


