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UNM / CNM / Sunport Transit Study  
One of the primary objec  ves of the UNM/CNM/Sunport Transit Study is to develop a transit strategy to connect the major 
des  na  ons within the study corridor and to connect with other exis  ng east-west transit routes.  The type of transit under 
considera  on would be very di  erent than the types of transit currently being used by UNM or the City.

The key characteris  cs of the types of enhanced transit envisioned for this corridor include:

Buses that are modern,
safe, and comfortable

as well as quick and easy 
to board.  Buses have their 
own iden  fy speci  c to the 

UNM-CNM- Sunport 
Corridor.

Sta  ons that are strategically 
located, comfortable, and safe for

use at night.  Real-  me informa  on 
for bus wait  mes and o  -bus fare 

collec  on enhance the service.

Where feasible, buses could operate 
in dedicated bus-only lanes

to make travel fast and   cient.
If fully dedicated lanes are not possible, 

queue jumps could be used at congested 
intersec  ons to help maintain schedules.



Proposed Objec  ves for the UNM/CNM/Sunport Transit Study

Mobility and Access:
1. Improve transit access to key study area 

des  na  ons (UNMH, UNM North, UNM 
Main, CNM, and the Sunport).

2. Improve connec  ons within the study 
area to the regional transit system.

3. Increase travel choices including those 
that provide an appealing alterna  ve to 
the single occupancy vehicle.

4. Develop sta  ons and facili  es that 
are well connected to pedestrian and 
bicycle networks.

1. Encourage transit suppor  ve land uses and development styles.

2. Improve transporta  on op  ons between housing and study 
area des  na  ons.

3. Develop a transporta  on strategy that builds on the strengths of 
the study area.

4. Support land use and transporta  on development that 
improves air quality and reduces greenhouse gas emissions 
associated with single occupancy vehicle travel.

5. Iden  fy opportuni  es and policies to increase housing within 
the corridor.

Land Use, Development, and Sustainable Communi  es:

Transporta  on Policies:
1. Iden  fy policies that encourage the use of 

alterna  ve transporta  on modes.

2. Minimize nega  ve impacts of parking on the 
surrounding neighborhoods.

3.  Iden  fy policies that support the e   cient use of 
area parking facili  es.

4.  Ensure an adequate supply of parking for visitors 
and parking permit holders in the corridor.

5.  Iden  fy policies that ensure the adequacy of 
suppor  ng facili  es for pedestrians and cyclists.

Cost, Feasibility and Opera  ons:
1. Develop a cost e  ec  ve plan for improvements and opera  ons. 

2.  Provide reliable and compe  ve transit travel  mes within the corridor.

3.  Develop opera  ng characteris  cs that take into account the diverse needs and 
schedules of the area’s ins  tu  ons, including UNMH, UNM North, UNM Main 
Campus, CNM, and the Sunport.
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Long List

Route Alternatives

Short List

The Long List of Alternatives was developed using recommendations from an 
interagency working group and from public comment.  These routes were evaluated 

using quantitative and qualitative screening criteria to assess their performance, 
feasibility, and neighborhood compatibility.

The Short List of Alternatives includes the routes recommended for further 
consideration and evaluation.  The routes included in the short list are those that best 
meet project objectives, provide good access to major destinations, and are feasible. 
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University Boulevard south of Cesar Chavez Yale Boulevard south of Central Avenue 

Yale Boulevard south of Avenida Cesar Chavez

Buena Vista South of Central

Existing 4-lane Street Section with Bike Lanes Added

Existing 2-Lane Street Section Street converted to buses, bicycles, and pedestrian traffic only.

Existing 3-Lane Street Section

Existing 4-Lane Street Section with Painted Median

Outside lane converted to busways with right-turn access lanes for businesses 
and side streets.

Busway added to the Roadway Median Street is widened to accommodate busways on the curb side of roadway.  
Busway is also used by cars turning right into driveways and side streets.

Busways added to curb side of roadway.  Busway is also used by cars turning 
right into driveways and side streets.

Potential Street Sections
Adding a busway to the roadways under consideration can be accomplished in several ways.  The drawings below illustrate existing street sections for University 
Boulevard, Yale Boulevard, and Buena Vista Street.  Following each existing section are examples of how a busway or bus lanes could be implemented.  These are 
examples only.  Other methods are available and will be explored as we continue the evaluation process.
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Initial Screening Summary 1

The objective of the screening 
process was to identify major 
differences between the initial 

set of alternatives.  The screening 
process used various quantitative 
and qualitative factors focused on 
how well each alternative would 
achieve the project objectives.  
In addition, alternatives were 
evaluated for their effect on 

neighborhoods and businesses, 
right-of-way, traffic flow, bicycle 
and pedestrian traffic, and other 

community issues. The findings of 
the evaluation were used as the 
basis for recommending which 

alternatives should be advanced 
for further evaluation or dropped 

from further consideration.
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